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A Word from our Principal
By Rabbi Ringo

                           Tayere Tmimim sh’,
                   Chassidim tell a story about one of the farbreng-
             ens of the great tzaddik and Chossid Reb Hillel Par-
            ticher: He was farbrenging with chassidim and it had gotten to
              be quite dark in the room as after many hours of farbrenging, many of  
                the candles had burned out. A chossid came in and joined the  
                farbrengen later on and commented to another person that was  
                there that he doesn’t understand how they can sit in the dark like 
             this! The other person responded that being as they’ve been sitt-
          ing in the dark for a while, they have gotten used to it and did not
      even notice it. Reb Hillel overheard the exchange and commented
   that this is exactly how things work in our avodas Hashem, we so-
metimes become so accustomed to being “in the dark” and to not 
being as good as we truly could be as Yidden and Chassidim, that 
 after a while, we stop feeling and seeing that there is a problem with t-
   his and instead see it as being normal and ok. As chassidim, and especia-
        lly as shluchim, we need to make sure that we never get used to the 
            darkness of golus or comfortable with the life that comes with it. We 
              need to remember that part of being “Kedoshim” is to always 
                 consider the importance of bringing kedusha into everything that
                 we do in our lives. By doing so we can make sure that not only
               are we shining with the light of kedusha, but that we can 
             bring the light of torah and
            mitzvos to all those around us. 
            Wishing you a wonderful Shabbos!
                                  Rabbi Yaakov Ringo
                                  Principal
                                  Nigri International Shluchim Online School
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A Story of the Rebbe
                                            By Mendel Labkowski    

As told by Rabbi Zushe Silberstein
I heard the following story from a cousin of mine, Aharon Dovid, a few 
years ago. My cousin is a chasid, but not a Lubavitcher chasid. He is a 
successful businessman and helped out the various institutions run by 
his Rebbe by raising money for the institutions during his various 
business trips.
One time, my cousin was in Los Angeles on business. Walking down the 
street, he saw someone who looked familiar to him, though he couldn't 
remember from where. Then he remembered that they had been 
study-partners in yeshiva when they were much younger. They 
exchanged some small talk, and then the long-lost friend announced, "I 
am now a chasid of the Lubavitcher Rebbe."
My cousin asked him, "How, why did this happen?" "Listen to my story 
and then you will understand. After my wife and I married, we continued 
to live in the community in Brooklyn where we had both grown up. After 
about a half a year, I was offered a job in Los Angeles and we decided to 
move here even though we didn't know anyone.
"One day, my wife really wasn't feeling well. It seemed serious enough to 
go to the emergency room and that's what we did. After a few hours of 
examinations, tests, and waiting, the grim-faced doctor came out and 
spoke to me privately. 'From the tests that we did, your wife's condition 
seems complicated. According to what we see, your wife's disease is 
quite advanced. I recommend that you don't tell her anything; don't 
scare her. Go home. Get some sleep. Come back tomorrow and in the 
meantime we'll make sure that your wife is comfortable.'
"I didn't know what to do, to whom to turn. I went home and Davened 
and said Tehilim from the depths of my heart. Suddenly I remembered, I 
am a chasid! I began to cry out, 'Rebbe, help me! Save my wife! Help me!'
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A few minutes passed and the phone rang! Right then, in the middle of 
the night! I thought perhaps it was someone from the hospital telling 
me there was good news. But when I picked up the phone it was a man 
who was speaking in Yiddish. He said, 'I am Hadakov. I am calling you 
because the Rebbe told me to call you to say that in the morning you 
should take your wife out of the hospital and go to Dr. …., The Rebbe 
gave his Bracha that everything will be fine.' Then this Hadakov person 
said, 'Did you heard what I said?' I must have answered 'yes' because 
the next thing I knew there was a dial tone at the other end.
"I sat there wondering, 'Did I really get that phone call? Where do I 
know Hadakov from? Maybe I'm dreaming and hearing voices? Maybe 
it was a fantasy? I know what I heard but who is Hadakov?'
"I did not know who Hadakov was but I had a feeling that he was 
somehow connected to the Lubavitcher Rebbe. I remembered that 
there is a Lubavitcher chasid, an emissary of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
here in Los Angeles named Rabbi Shmuel Dovid Raichik. I had never 
met him personally but he was renown as someone who was always 
helping out other people. Rumor had it that he would stay up the entire 
night saying the bed-time Shema.
"I looked up the number in the phone book. It was 3:30 a.m. but I called 
anyway. Rabbi Raichik answered the phone. I told him what had 
happened to my wife and the phone call from Rabbi Hadakov. Rabbi 
Raichik told me that Rabbi Hadakov was the Lubavitcher Rebbe's 
personal secretary. 'So do as he told you to do!' Rabbi Raichik said 
simply. I explained that I had been so surprised by the phone call that I 
was not actually sure what Rabbi Hadakov had told me to do. Rabbi 
Raichik gave me the phone number of the Rebbe's office. Even thought 
it was now 6:30 a.m. in New York, he urged me to call the Rebbe's 
office to clarify what I was supposed to do. I immediately called and the 
phone was answered by Rabbi Hadakov.

Continued From Page 3



1.

Page 5

"I asked Rabbi Hadakov to repeat what he had told me: 'The Rebbe told 
me to call you and to say that in the morning, take your wife out of the 
hospital and go to Dr. - and the Rebbe gave his blessing that all would 
be well.' I then asked him, 'Why did you call me?' Rabbi Hadakov said, 
'Because the Rebbe asked me to do so.' Bewildered, I asked, 'But I did 
not call the Rebbe so why did the Rebbe say to call me?' Rabbi Hadakov 
said, 'I can't answer that. That's between you and the Rebbe. I did what 
the Rebbe told me to do.'
"The next morning I went to the hospital and told the doctor I was 
taking my wife out. I had to sign all kinds of documents that said I take 
responsibility for her. I found the address of the doctor the Rebbe had 
referred me to. I called the office and the secretary said the next 
appointment would be in a year! I tried explaining that the matter was 
urgent but it did not help. I decided to take my wife straight to the 
doctor. We went to the doctor's office with no appointment. When I 
saw the doctor I told him desperately that he had to see my wife. The 
doctor was taken aback by my nerve but said that it was not possible 
without an appointment. I told him that the secretary had said the next 
available appointment is in a year. The doctor insisted that he could not 
see us. I told him, "The Lubavitcher Rebbe referred me to you."
“Upon hearing this, he said, 'I don't know who the Lubavitcher Rebbe is 
but your story is so unusual it interests me. Come into my office, I want 
to hear more.' My wife and I came into his office and we told him 
everything. In the end he agreed to treat my wife.'
My cousin Aharon Dovid had been standing on the street in Los 
Angeles talking to his old friend for quite a while. His friend concluded, 
"You are probably wondering what happened... Thank G-d, my wife 
recovered! We have been blessed with five children, and all is well!

But my cousin still did not understand. He asked his old friend, "But 
why did you become a chasid of the Lubavitcher Rebbe?" His friend 
said, "In the middle of the night, when I cried out, 'Rebbe, help me!' the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe is the one who answered me!"

Continued From Page 4
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Levi Schmerling

In Parshas Kedoshim we learn about the Mitzvos connected to the 
first years of a tree growing:
●   The first three years are ערלה – the fruits cannot be eaten. 
●   The fourth year is called נטע רבעי - these fruits are eaten in ירושלים.
●   The fifth year you may eat its fruit at home, and 'ה will give a ברכה     
     to your produce to be plentiful!
The whole purpose of why 'ה wants us to do this מצוה for four years 
is “להוסיף לכם” in order that we can get the ברכה in the fifth year. 
This shows us that the fifth year is even greater than the previous 
four years.

If the fifth year is even greater and holier than the previous four
years, then why is it that the fourth year is called ‘holy’ and has to be 
eaten in ירושלים, while the fifth year can be eaten at home?!
The answer is that 'ה gave us the תורה and מצות with the purpose to 
make this world a דירה בתחתונים - a place for 'ה. The נשמה came 
down to this world and doesn’t just serve 'ה in גן עדן, because 'ה 
wants the נשמה to be in a גשמיות world and take גשמיות things and 
use them for 'ה.

This answers why the fifth year of the tree is the greatest year and is 
the purpose of all the previous years. The purpose is not to stay in 
 but rather to take the fruits to your ,גן עדן like staying in ,ירושלים
regular home and use it there to serve 'ה!
The lesson we could learn is that in every part of our day we can 
serve 'ה. Not just when we are doing רוחניות things like Davening and 
learning, but even when we are doing regular גשמיות things like 
eating nosh or playing games. When we make a ברכה,
and play with אהבת ישראל then we use our גשמיות things to make a 
place for 'ה.
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Send your fun page 
submissions and answers to 
SosWeekly5780@gmail.com

I look flat, but I am 
deep, Hidden realms 
I shelter. Lives I take, 
but food I offer. At 

times I am beautiful. 
I can be calm, angry 
and turbulent. I have 

no heart, but offer 
pleasure as well as 
death. No man can 

own me, yet I 
encompass what all 

men must have. 
What am I?

Fun Page!
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By Mendel Labkowski

Riddle #2

The more there is the 
less you see. What is 

it?

I fly when I am born, 
lie when I'm alive, and 
run when I am dead.

Riddle #1

Riddle #3

Riddle 1 - A Cloud

Riddle 2 - A canvas. A blank canvas is worthless until it 
becomes a painting!

Riddle 3 - 125

Answers To Vayikra Riddles



Fact #1 Fact #2
Fact #3

Fact #5Fact #4

Fact #6 Fact #7

Fact #9
Fact #8

The term “cow” refers only to 
the females of the bovine 
population. Males are 
typically called bulls or steers.

Cows have one stomach with four 
compartments--the rumen, 
reticulum, omasum, and 
abomasum. Each compartment 
does a different job in digesting 
feed. 

Cows have almost panoramic, 
360-degree vision, allowing them to 
watch for predators or humans from 
all angles

These mammals have no upper front 
teeth. Instead, they press their sharp 
bottom teeth against the top hard 
palate of their mouth to cut 
efficiently through blades of grass.

Thanks to a high metabolism, the 
average dairy cow consumes more 
than 100 pounds of food per day and 
drinks up to 40 gallons of water per 
day.

Cattle are unable to see the 
color red; the red flags used by 
matadors only catch a bull's 
attention because of the 
movement.

These extremely social creatures 
don’t like to be alone. So if a cow 
isolates herself, she's either not 
feeling well or she's about to give 
birth.

Cows have an excellent sense of 
smell and can detect odors up to six 
miles away.

A recent study found that cattle 
cause an average of 22 deaths per 
year. Sharks, on the other hand, kill 
about six people per year.
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9 FactsYou Probably Didn’t Know About:
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