
Tayere Talmidei  
Hatmimim sheyichyu, 

Everyone wants to be a 
source of nachas. Children 
want to be a source of  
nachas to their parents; 
talmidim want to be a 
source of nachas to their 
teachers; Chassidim want to 
be a source of nachas to the 
Rebbe; and Yidden want to 
be a source of nachas the 
Ribbono Shel Olam.  

In Parshas Vayikro the  
Torah tells us what we need 
to do to cause Hashem  
nachas… be makriv  
Korbonos. Rashi brings that 
when the possuk says 
“Reiach Nichochi” it means 
that Hashem has great  
Nachas Ruach from the  
korbonois. 

At first glance this is very 
strange! We don’t find by 
any other Mitzvos the  
concept of them being a 
“Reich Nichoach” for  
Hashem; does Hashem only 
have Nachas from a  
Korbon?  

The Rebbe explains that the 
difference between the  
korbonois that are a “Reiach 
Nichoach” and Mitzvos, is 
who they benefit: All  
Mitzvos ultimately benefit 
the person who does them 
because by doing so he  
accepts the yolk of 
shomayim on him and  
becomes more refined, and 
personally he is now closer 
to the Aibershter.  

However, the karbonos are 
brought ONLY for Hashem; 
people do not benefit from 
them at all. It is true that 
there are certain Korbonos 
that do benefit people by 
helping the person be  
forgiven for an Aveira such 

as the Korbon Chattos and 
the Korbon Oshom. There is 
also a korbon to thank  
Hashem for a neis that  
happened to him personally 
called a Korbon Toda, but, if 
you pay attention closely 
you will see that these  
korbonois are never  
referred to as a causing a 
“Reiach Nichoach”.  

This is reserved for other 
Korbonos such as a Korbon 
Oilo, or a Korbon Mincho, or 
a Shlomim which are not for 
any individual person – only 
for Hashem. This is real 
Nachas, when a Yid is fully 

dedicated to Hashem with 
no other motives at all!  

To illustrate this, I will 
share a story about the  
Rebbe Rashab whose Yom 
Hillula was just a few days 
ago on Beis Nissan: 

A Slonimer Chossid once 
came to the Lubavitch to 
spend time by the Rebbe 
Rashab. The chassidim in 
Lubavitch were surprized to 
see him by the Rebbe 
Rashab and not by his own 
rebbe. The Slonimer  
explained that recently he 
had been by his rebbe and 
his rebbe spoke about the 
many tzadikkim that he had 
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visited on a recent trip. He 
was particularly impressed 
by the Rebbe Rashab  
because despite living with 
Gashmiyus that is relatively 
good and he has many  
valuable possessions,  
nevertheless, he is clearly 
completely bottul to the 
Aibershter in a way that 
these valuable things are 
not what causes him true 
happiness or satisfaction.  

This, the Slonimmer Rebbe 
explained was the highlight 
of his trip as he had the 
opportunity to meet a true 
tzaddik. Later, when this 
chossid approached the 
Slonimmer Rebbe after his 
talk, he told the chossid to 
go to Lubavitch so that he 
could so a true chossid. The 
Chossid concluded that this 
is the reason he is in  
Lubavitch – the see the  
Rebbe Rashab! 

Dear Talmidim, everyone 
wants to cause the Rebbe 
and of course Hashem  
Nachas. It is hard to be on 
the level that we have just 
read about, but in a small 
way we could try! By doing 
things with the right and 
good intention, not just 
because we are getting a 
reward, and not just  
because we are scared to 
get punished, but because 
that is the right and correct 
thing to do, and this is what 
a Chossid and a Yid should 
be doing! This is a good way 
to follow in the footsteps of 
the Rabbeim and is a way to 
bring Nachas to the  
Aibershter in a very special 
way!     

Rabbi Yaacov Ringo 
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Every year, as Yud Alef Nissan approached, there was a buzz. Is there a new niggun yet? Who 
composed it? How does it go? On the night of Yud Alef Nissan at the Farbrengen, everyone 
would sing the new niggun, and Chassidim in other places would learn it as well. This became 
the Niggun of the year.  

There is a well-known saying from the Baal Shem Tov that in the morning after Davening, one 
should recite his Kapitel Tehillim. The early Chassidim took upon themselves to say the Rebbe’s 
Kapitul in addition to their own, as a way of strengthening their Hiskashrus to the Rebbe.  

In our generation, a major push was added – beginning in 5730, those talented would take a few 
Pesukim from the Rebbe’s new Kapitel put them to                 an old Chabad Niggun that previous-
ly had no words. The first Niggun like this was the                          famous Niggun “Ki Elokim”. 

The mood of Yud Alef Nissan is reflected in the “Yud                      Alef Nissan Niggunim”. In honor 
of the Rebbe’s                                70th birthday in 5732,                   there was a huge campaign to  
make a                                                    proclamations and                                    to “bring the Rebbe to 
the world” so                                        to speak. A full page                               ad was even placed in the 
New York Times                                             about Lubavitch                                   and about the Rebbe. 
This enthusiasm                                            swept the                                            Chassidim up in a storm 
of                                                                                                                                             excitement and this 
spilled over                                                                                                                        into the niggunim.  

For that Yud                                                                                                                Alef Nissan four niggunim 
were made.                                                                                                          And all four were sung by the 
Rebbe’s                                                                                                           Farbrengen!!!! 

In honor of                                                                                    Yud Alef Nissan 5742, the Rebbe’s 80th 
birthday,                                                                                   Reb Feitel Levin composed a new niggun to                         
the                                                                                              words “Harninu Leilokim”.                                                       

                                                                                                    The niggun was  accepted and from then                              
on                                                                                                   the whole event of Yud Alef Niggunim took 
a                                                                                                     major turn. Every year a few Baalei  
                                                                                                          Minagnim  would compose niggunim, and 



PAGE 3 

the one that would be accepted by the Chassidim would become “the Niggun of the year”.  

The only problem was that there was no clear method of choosing the niggun of that year.  
Eventually, a Va’ad was established to choose which niggun would be the official Niggun of that 
year. The Va’ad was comprised of a few Baalei Menagnim  

Once a Niggun was chosen and sung in the presence of the Rebbe, it was the first niggun sung 
every Farbrengen for the entire year. On occasion, even after the Niggun was officially chosen, it 
was changed later on.  

One instance was in 5749. A few 
niggunim were composed by the 
Baalei Menagnim. The Va’ad chose 
one of the niggunim as that year’s 
niggun. On Shabbos Hagadol, Erev 
Yud Alef Nissan (which was on a 
Sunday), before the Farbrengen, it 
was announced in 770 that all  
present should please sing the 
niggun that the Va’ad chose.  

After the Rebbe came downstairs 
and made Kiddush, Reb Moshe  
Taleshevsky led the crowd in  
singing the Niggun the Va’ad had 
chosen. (The Niggun starts with the 
posuk: “Tavoi Lefanecha”.)  

To the surprise of all, the Rebbe 
started the first Sicha by explaining 
the posuk of “Shir Mizmor”. The  
only niggun that included this  
posuk was the niggun that Reb 
Sholom Ber Brochshtat had  
composed. Obviously that changed 
everything and the niggun right  
after that first sicha was “Shir  
Mizmor”. It then became the 
Niggun of that year.  

In general though, the Rebbe did not get involved in choosing the Niggun. On the other hand it 
was the Rebbe who had the “last word”. As mentioned above, if the niggun was sung by the  
Farbrengen and the Rebbe encouraged it, then this was essentially a final decision. 
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